Classroom Expectations – Science

Jocelyn Young

Welcome to Science!  I am looking forward to helping you understand some of the incredible aspects of science.  I enjoy teaching science very much and hope that you enjoy being one of my students.  We will make this year a memorable one.

I like having students work hands-on with the science concepts much more than simply writing notes on the topics.  Make no mistake though, you will have to take lecture notes and you will have homework, but you will enjoy it! (
Most of the homework assigned is a continuation of classwork, but there may be additional assignments added for homework.
How to be successful:

1. Arrive to class on time. You have to be in your seat with your papers already picked up or you are tardy.  Walking in the door at the last bell is not considered on time – you must be seated when the final bell rings.  If you arrive late and have the excuse slip, place it on my desk.  Tardies will be documented.  

2. When you walk into the room you should immediately get your notebook out to have your homework stamped and begin organizing the work for the day while I take roll. 

3. Homework is stamped at the beginning of every class.  If it is not complete (for whatever reason) you still need to have it out for me to place a “missing homework” stamp on the assignment. 
4. You will have one day to make up a missed assignment.  It will be given half credit.  You then need to show me that assignment to receive credit (it will be stamped).

5. If you are absent please see the “While You Were Gone” notebook for any missed assignments.  Any handouts for the day are placed in the black stackables by the day they were handed out (Mon. – Fri). You have 2 days to make up absent work, you need to see me within 2 days to get a stamp.  An “absent work” stamp is not a homework stamp.

6. The class period ends when I dismiss you – NOT at the bell.  Stay seated and when I determine everything is cleaned up and you are quiet I will dismiss you, then you can put your backpack on – NOT before then.  Take your trash with you please!

7. NO food, drink (except H2O), or gum in my classroom!  Spit out your gum before you come to class (don’t stick it under the tables please. There are some safety issues with having gum, drinks, and food in a science classroom – chemicals, preserved animals, and other things can enter your body via gum, food, and drink.  It is a safety issue!
8. Class time is precious and I use every minute of the period.  Be prepared to begin class at the bell and work until the end!  Don’t disrupt my classroom; it will result in detentions and phone calls home.   
9. Use the restroom before or after class, I will allow you to use the restroom, but you will miss information if you leave class.  If you ask daily, then something has to be arranged so that behavior ends.  It is preferable to go before or after class.

10. Be proud of the work you turn in.  Print your name clearly at the top of the right side of the paper.  If I cannot read your name or the work, I cannot give you a grade.  If you turn in a paper without a name I take off 2 points.  Any doodling or extraneous writing or drawing will have points taken off.  Lab papers must be in pencil or there will be points taken off.

11. Most activities are team efforts, but each student is expected to submit their own, individual paper in their own words.  If any paper is being copied, the papers will be confiscated, the students receive a zero and all students involved will be given a written and verbal warning.  If it happens again it will be reported to the office.  There will be no violation of lab/activity/homework procedures.  You work hard to produce a good paper; do not “share” it with any other student- for any reason in any class.  Please see Academic Honesty Policy.
12. During the testing time students are to only look at their own paper.  If there is any violation of the testing procedures a referral will be issued and a 0 will be given on the test.

13. If you do not follow directions in a lab/activity and are unsafe in conducting a lab/activity then I may call home, or assignment detention.

14. If you have difficulty getting an assignment done on time, talk to me before class or at breaks.
15. The science notebook is due on the day of the test.  I will accept it late if you have a valid excuse, but will take points off.  Turn it in before you sit down and then get ready for the test.  The notebook will be returned to you the same day or the next day.

16. Tests need to be made up if you miss one.  If you are absent, you must come in before school or take it during class to make up the test.  You need to schedule it with me–again the critical time is 2 days.

17. The daily agenda is written on the board; copy down the assignments in your table of contents.   If you forget contact a friend in the class or email me because there really is no excuse to not have your work in your notebook.

18. Grading – you earn your grade – I don’t give grades.  During each grading period a running total is maintained and the letter grade is awarded based on your total of all the points possible. 

19. Citizenship grades are based on the level of support you show to help all students learn science.  If you participate, have a good attitude, don’t talk inappropriately, get your work done, and interact positively with me, then you will have a good citizenship mark.  If you act appropriately in class then there will be no issues in which any sort of discipline has to be given, but if you act inappropriately, then there will be disciplinary action taken.  Please no bad language in the classroom. Basically you as the student need to take responsibility for yourself.  I am a fair and consistent person.

20. No mobile device is allowed I class.  You may not have the ear pieces in your ear when you walk into class.  I want them out and the mobile device put away.  I will give you a few warnings and if you do not follow my policy I will then call home each time I see the device in your ears until the behavior changes.  

21. NO cell phones in class please.  Turn them off or put them on vibrate.  I don’t want to deal with this issue.  No texting in class please.  It is rude and violates district policy.  I will give you a few warnings then start calling home until the behavior changes.  
22. It is your responsibility as a student to contribute in a positive manner to the effective learning environment of the classroom.  You are allowed to interact with me, I am open to students talking with me, sharing your activities/life experiences, which all contribute to a better classroom environment.  I am approachable, just pick a time when I am not starting the lesson or during the lesson and it’s all good!  

23. There may be an occasional extra credit assignment from me in class– do it, you never know when you might need some extra points!  
Materials List: 

spiral notebook ~100 or 150 page – (8 ½” x 11”)*buy 2 for the school year                           calculator

scissors

glue pens (or sticks)-lots

pencils and pens
   colored pencils            
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